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Restaurant trends will 
emphasize delivery / C1 
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| OSU expects nice haul | 
on new signing day / D1 


Slow cookers can be 
big holiday helper / E1 


GOP AGENDA 


Tax bill treks through Congress 


By Jack Torry 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Senate 
Republicans were on the 
verge late Tuesday of 


reductions for corpora- 
tions and small businesses 
while cutting taxes for most 


approving a major revi- individuals. 
sion in the federal tax code Just hours after the House 
which includes sizable tax passed the measure by a 


vote of 227-to-203, Senate 
Republicans appeared to 
have the 51 votes needed 


to pass the same bill. But 
debate ran well into the 
night, as everyone wanted 
their say. 


SEE BILL, A10 


All about the kids 


Toy drive brings 
holiday magic 
to children 

in hospital 


By Michael Huson 
The Columbus Dispatch 


This holiday season 
comes with mixed emo- 
tions for the Fisher family. 

Dwayne Fisher and his 
wife are happy that the 
youngest of their three 
children is responding to 
treatment after being born 
three months prematurely 
in November and having a 
perforated intestine. But 
the family has struggled to 
find happiness in having 
to spend the holidays at 
a hospital far from their 
home in Cleveland. 

Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus 
hopes to brighten the holi- 
days for families such as 
the Fishers, who are spend- 
ing most of the season with 
their 2-month-old son, 


CAT 


Imani Fisher, 2, of Cleveland, hoists a bag of gifts picked out Monday by her parents as part of the holiday 
toy drive at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. [BARBARA J. PERENIC/DISPATCH] 


go out and shop. We are 
spending most of our time 


Dwayne Fisher II, with its 
annual toy drive. 


“It’s a blessing,” the with him.” 
elder Fisher said. “We The Fishers aren’t the 
don’t really have time to only ones with sick kids 


at Nationwide Children’s, 
and the hospital is pre- 
paring for an outpouring 


SEE TOY DRIVE, A8 
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Amtrak-derailment 
probe centers on speed 


The train that derailed in 
Washington on Monday, kill- 
ing three, raced at 80 mph 
into a30 mph curve. The ques- 
tion is: Why? One possibility: 
It appears there was a trainee 
in the locomotive with the 
engineer, possibly causing a 
distraction. / A3 


Taxpayers pay dearly 
for lawmakers’ flaws 


Workplace-discrimination 
disputes in House lawmakers’ 
offices cost taxpayers more 
than $342,000 between 2008 
and 2012. Included in that 
was nearly $175,000 for eight 
settlements related to sexual 
harassment and sex discrimi- 
nation. / A3 


Gene therapy approved 
to lessen blindness 


The Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration on Tuesday approved 
a pioneering gene therapy 

for arare form of childhood 
blindness, the first such treat- 
ment cleared in the U.S. for an 
inherited disease. One caveat: 
It’s going to cost a fortune. 

/ A8 
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WHEN YOU BUY 4 | Coca-Cola, 
FINAL COST | Pepsi or 7UP 
Select Varieties, 
12-Pack, 12 fl oz 
Cans or 8-Pack, 

12 fl oz Bottles 

See store for details. 
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COUNTY FINANCES 
Sales tax 
permanent 
despite 
2013 vow 


By Mark Ferenchik 
The Columbus Dispatch 


High: 39 Low: 25 
Details on Page B12 


Franklin County com- 
missioners on Tuesday 
unanimously approved 
making a temporary quarter- 
cent sales tax permanent. 

In 2013, the commission- 
ers adopted what they said 
at the time was a five-year, 
quarter-cent sales tax to be 
collected from 2014 through 
Dec. 31, 2018. It allowed them 
to pay cash for $220 million 
in construction projects — a 
new forensic science center 
and the first phase of a new 
jail — and provided tens 
of millions of dollars for 
economic-development and 
social programs. 

Making the sales tax 
permanent is necessary, 
Franklin County Adminis- 
trator Kenneth Wilson said, 
to replace $21 million in 
annual revenue that Franklin 
County lost because of state 
budget changes this year. It 
also is needed, Wilson said, 
to maintain the county’s 
excellent credit rating and to 
prevent service cuts. 

“I don’t take this very 
lightly,” Commissioner John 
O’Grady said Tuesday. “My 
father taught me as a child, 
‘Don’t break commitments.’” 

But he said the state broke 
its commitment to the 
county. “We were cut by the 
governor and legislature,” he 
said. 


SEE SALES TAX, A6 
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